ATLANTA—The Georgia World Congress Center was the scene of great celebration March 5 2017 as 1,886 people declared their intent to join the Catholic Church this Easter.
The Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion, held on the first Sunday of Lent, welcomed candidates and catechumens, joined by their sponsors and supporters, from parishes across the archdiocese
Faith stories from Toccoa, Jefferson
Father Vincent Sullivan, pastor of St. Mary Church in Toccoa and St. Catherine Labouré Church in Jefferson, accompanied a group from the rural northeast Georgia parishes. St. Mary has one catechumen and four candidates, and St. Catherine Labouré has two candidates.
Ashley Wood of St. Catherine Labouré and Derrick Li of St. Mary Church attended the rite and shared their conversion stories through email.
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Derrick Li of St. Mary Church, Toccoa, third from left, is the only catechumen among the candidates from St. Catherine Laboure Church, Jefferson, and St. Mary. They include (l-r) Noah Parker, Amanda Harvin, Kyle and Ashley Wood and Maria Chavez from his parish. Photo By Michael Alexander
Wood, a mother of four sons, found her way to the church after a near-death experience. She felt a divine presence when suffering a cerebrospinal leak and also a feeling that her time on earth was not done. Attending Mass and asking questions helped her understand the revelation she experienced.
“My conversion has been a metamorphosis. I always knew I was a Christian. I never had any doubt about that, but now I understand what it means to be a Christian,” wrote Wood.
[bookmark: _GoBack]She now understands Jesus’ teachings better, and the fullness of faith.
“The sacraments and traditions of the church have helped me and my family to reflect on our faith daily,” said Wood. “Jesus is not an afterthought, he is the first thought.”
Li is a native of Hong Kong. English is his second language. He has attended St. Mary for 12 years with his wife, a Catholic. Father Sullivan has been instructing Li due to language difficulties.
“He is a patient, warm and sensitive priest,” wrote Li. “I would like to thank God, Father Sullivan, my wife and my family” for encouragement and prayer, he added.
Li chose St. Apollo the Abbot to be his saint, a fourth-century hermit who spent 40 years in the desert of Egypt and later established a monastery.
“He lived humility, righteousness and obedience to the Lord. His character was joyful and loving,” said Li. “I know he can guide me to have spiritual joy and cheerfulness of heart to find God’s word and love.”
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